
Ms. Rashia Garcia 
Officer In Charge 
Ministry of Forestry 
Orange Walk, Belize 
November 20, 2018 
 
 
Dear Ms. Garcia, 
 
About two months ago, Mr. Ian Armstrong and Mr. Jose Marin visited our Mayan Seaside community in 
Consejo.  We very much appreciated you allowing them to come.  They were very professional and very 
helpful.  They suggested I follow-up with you after we had a chance to talk with our neightbors in the 
community concerning planting trees along the waterfront, cutting the Mangroves, and the boundaries 
of the Queens Land. 
 
After a site visit and walkthrough of our waterfront area, we determined that approximately 2/3 of the 
waterfront has trees (Mangrove and other species) and two shaded beaches.  The area in question 
represents about 1/3 of the waterfront footage.  There was a desire by several non-waterfront residents 
to plant more trees in that area thereby blocking the view of the water of those who live facing the 
water. 
 
Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Marin indicated that returning that waterfront area to its original state would 
not be a problem.  The original state was a swamp/marsh area.  The Developer filled in that area many 
years ago to make it less dangerous to the community.  In addition, to plant trees, which were not 
originally located there, would require the consent of those whose view would be obstructed.  Of the 15 
families facing the waterfront area, 14 said “no” to planting the trees and only 1 said ‘yes’ to the trees.  
Of the 15 families, 5 are fulltime residents or, at least, are here 2/3 of the time.  All 5 said ‘no’ to 
planting the trees.  Therefore, as Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the Mayan Seaside Property 
Owners Association, I am not approving any tree plantings in this waterfront area. 
 
We also showed Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Marin an archway that had been cut in the Mangrove for access 
to a section of the seawall.  They indicated that it is illegal to cut tall, mature Mangrove without a 
permit.  We said that we would be diligent and watch for more cuttings reporting any occurrences to 
the Forestry Department. 
 
And, finally, we discussed the boundaries of the Queens Land.  Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Marin indicated 
that this was not in the preview of the Forestry Department.  The Lands Department had survived and 
marked the boundaries.  These boundaries remain in effect until such time as the land is re-surveyed. 
 
Again, thank you for allowing Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Marin to visit with us and share their knowledge 
and insight. 
 
Sincerely, 
David M. Lawson 
Chairperson, Board of Directors 
Mayan Seaside Property Owners Association 


